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Arthur

FICTION SHORT REPORTS

IN Novuflaber 1956 Jahn 
SicuUxxk wroic to El^atoih 
Oi瓦 his Ltcraiy a跃ni: *7 
4uu going io sun Uic Mari© 
unmukaic^. Let it be private 
between us uniJ 1 get jt doae. 
h has all the okl •…As 
long as I dor/t know whM 
goqg on in the wor虬 I wou忍 

Wcv to have a try wkh this”

'*This SteiubecVs long 
hMd <uub.L.Qn u> "bruig to 
pruteiXg usage'' Sx Ihomas 
MUorys fJtecuth ocntuiy ro 
•rnancc, dLe Moru d'Arthur**, 
totfialiy he uiteockd to do no 
do more than revise cowards 
a more easJy comprehensi)le 
text: "not removing all the 
old forms, nor all ihc Malory 
ieounc© structure, but sutstU 
tutag known sample wq油 

and reversing ytences which 
even now are puzzj"'. His 
kls was sjmply to nuJce tho

of Maloiy*s stories 
accc&s.tile to "my own young 
sons, and othvr sons, not so 
young**. H© appoimod Chase 
Horton to be wa kind of Ma 
naging Bfcior*' for the enter
prise and settled down to two 
ytare of sporadic research.

At the end of this volume, 
and arguuUy the most interes 
ting part of it, are over 60 
closely printed pages of Sr：in 
beokb ieuers tv Chase Hor
ton and Ef/zabcfth Otis. They 
chan not 心y hjs changng 

THE ACTS OF KING 
ARTHUR AND HIS NOBLE 
KNIGHTS by John Steinbeck/ 
Heinemami £6.50 pp 364.

Jeremy Brooks

Ihougibts ^x>ut, and kter h s 
prepress with the project, but 
fibo his growing awareness of 
thaa agonising gap, which al 
artists feel, between vision 
and aohjevemeat.

By October 1958 he was 
"becoming less shy of if* and 
©ven ^S2ks h域elf: "Why not 
wrHc it 碗 American ?" But 
byr May 1959 he was writing, 
clearly m response to heav ly 
negative reactons to his f rst 
dratft: "I have had no inten
tion of putt-ing 。：n<o the 
•w«itie»th-centuiy vernacular 
any more than T. M. put A 
into fifteenth century verna
cular .......... I wanted an
EngTi^i tfaLt was out of One 
and place.......

A!1 th、uncertarnty of a m 
and canfusion of euftuds 
shows jn b:s text, the bulk of 
which was Witten in Somerset, 
England, in 1958-59. At t:rnes 
when Steinbeck was feeing 
%?ss shy of it**, he allowed 
hiTise'f not only twrnt;eth cen 
tury American vernacular ("A 
I trte back-country necromm 

cy 泊 a pastured but flights 
of Invention, such 号 a pais'o 
nat。secret love scene bet
ween S.r Launcdot and Queen 
Guijmevere, wbeh are often 
quhe at odds with Malory's 
concept*cn of courtly love At 
0thor tflnes. fee*.:ng less secu
re, he followed Malcry'g text 
fa:nly closely, but ishvays w th 
emft)clKshments, spellings out, 
imderlin'gs. In the process 
mudh of MQory^ strange 
dcadpanmagic is lost, and the 
loss is not baUnctd by th» 
addition ofsucli heavy-hand rd 
platitudes aS : "In the corr.bat 
between w sdow and feei ng, 
wii*iom never wW.

QuHo clear'iy Sz nbxV a 
serious artist with the higher 
standards of self.crtic.sra, 
came to rdj|*se that he had 
not solved the probiems of 
tone a nJ of form : he abando 
ned thT project efter cojnplc 
t>ng an unccmected draft of 
only six of Makury's 21 
folks'', and would certa'a^y 
not have wanted M pubrc;h?d 
iii t：h*s urf nshed. uninn\fcd 
s忠也 And there is no 
r：rrd；calion al all, in the pub- 
l^her's presentation of tlho 
book, that 林忑 is the case. A 
prospect:ve buyer wcuM th-nk 
he was gettrng. for If s £ 6.50. 
a f rut ged updated version o! 
the wh&e cf Malory. He'd 
hi ve very good reason io 
complain.



Hunt the SLpper by Henry 
(M：ohad Joseph £3.75 

I, 151). Harrx< d/voices Geor 
-< aiftcr cny>ucious s^vea-year 

Jisappc-riiucc, but lhea he 
home claiming of 

Ytunnory, Is he telling the truUi 
样 lus he been leading a W函 

讦 Miny doubZ hie? ThM is 
扣my CccJTti last complied 
2。、*】 before his death and is 
P riiten with his familur 业iU 
g humour.

,Ulis Is the House bjr !>&* 
£gh Hili (Peter Davies £ 3.95 
pp 413). Orphaned g r； >s 由ha 
枷 by wealthy Quaker 5射 

cfnpioyell as servant. Her 
*U?«iuty, mdUgwux and ch4rm 
；s«iual!y ecabJc her to fujfi} 
知r Srand io&e sccjal ambh iions. 
4 I雎c seal©, engrossing ac- 
yunt ol the founding of New 

iugland famjy dynasty.

The Rich Are With You 
A twayi by Maicokn Mac， 
lanald (Hodder & StoughtoQ 

£5.25 pp 483). Panoramic ao 
couci of & Victorian railway 
era, cinda, IMO, told through 
lives of two familjes. The entre 
preneurs-in?!c bir dtr ard fe- 
m^le wtieeler-de&lcr join forces 
w*th the morar^sU^onale cru 
sader and secretly $ex-dbse^ed 
husband. Big, boldly concei
ved and assured of devoted ie 
adersh*ip.

Woo'worth Madonna by Eli 
utoh Troop (Duckworth 
£ 3.95 pp 124). Working-cUss 
mother escapes squalor of 
South Lendos condemned ho- 
me through fantasies about 
famous conductor, only to be 
taken 叩 ty jcurnalPt fesen. 
aied >by her "real life* qualMi 
es. The akenuujng narrative 
technique dcar;y brings out 
their contrast'ng attitudes, but 
the wo mast's dream h£e is not 
convkjc；ngly integrated.

Harriet by J illy Cooper (Ar 
lingtaa Bocks £ Z95). A toudi 
of gken feminism, a da&li of 
mverted snobbery, a few 

jpun^ent commenis an Me 
Changing face of soexty, and 
了讷 Cooper brings xo this de 
cqptlvefy straj^htferward story 
of k>ve and treachery her own 
MosyncEalic brand of social 
satire. Old values arc reversed 
<o mack way for the new. A 
Heathclifif hero comp<lctc with 
^xwe on the York shjrc incurs 
gets a divorce from ti：s beau 
1津以 badwjfe who is banished 
in (favour of an Oxford drop* 
oift unmarrxd mother

Mcrag*s Flying Fcrtress by 
Jbck Trevor Storey (Seeker 
£ 3・75 pp 250). Coiriplxated 
Way, <o5d, an it were, bask- 
wards, of brainwashed v.ct.m 
cf Flying Fortress crash — a 
Russian "jdeeper” spy _ shoe 
ked back to h 怎 scuses by bro 
ken r Of nance. Involved conusi 
drum jurnbbes lime, spcce jjen 
tity in cur-ousily enjoyable way 
—not a single dud! page in 
the whole swirling, madden ng 
often extremdy enjoyabte 
book. ?


